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100 Black Friends
BAHAMAS, OCTOBER 16 - OCTOBER 23, 2021 

Shoutouts

If you are celebrating a
birthday, anniversary, etc.

let us know and we will
publish it in our final
itinerary. Click on the

button below to submit:

DAMON WILLIAMS

We are so excited to welcome you to our Friends of
Festival at Sea Bahamas cruise. After almost a year and a
half, we are finally able to cruise again! We’re thrilled that
we had such a great response. If you are new to our
Friends program, our goal is to Introduce our amazing
voyages, Excite our Friends to sail to unique destinations
and Enhance our voyages with an intimate forum to
celebrate our African American heritage. We’re please to
say that we will have over 85 guests cruising with us in
October with room for “100 Friends”  

WELCOME BACK!
We can't wait to see you onboard

Blue World Travel | 351 California St #950, San Francisco, CA 94104 | 800-466-2719

CLICK HERE

https://blueworld.formstack.com/forms/friends_shoutouts
https://blueworld.formstack.com/forms/friends_shoutouts


Recently you’ve also seen Damon on
tours and shows such as Host of
HBO’s Martha’s Vineyard Comedy
Fest, The US Comedy Arts Festival in
Aspen, the Cedric the Entertainer
Revue, HBO’s Def Comedy Jam, Martin
Lawrence’s 1st Amendment, Comics
Unleashed, Black Pack Comedy Tour,
Laughin’ on the Outside – Cryin’ on the
Inside, most Funny Bone & Improv
Comedy Clubs nationwide and
maintains his monthly showcases in
Chicago for Funny First Mondays.
Damon is keeping Chicago on the map
as co-owner of Riddle’s Comedy Club
where he’s providing a stage for new
and veteran comedic talent. 

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

ROOM FOR MORE FRIENDS
We still have time to add about 15 more Friends to our Bahamas sailing. We’re excited that we have
over 85 Friends sailing with us in October. If you know anyone who would like to join our fully
vaccinated sailing and experience what a Crystal Luxury cruise is all about, send them this link:
blueworld.formstack.com/forms/friends_bahamas_2021

PAGE 2

Special Performance 
by Damon Williams

Friends of Festival at Sea welcomes Damon Williams as
our Comedian Host on our Bahamas Cruise. Over the
years he has become part of our Festival at Sea Family.
Damon Williams is a former Subway sandwich shop
owner from Chicago, IL who began his comedy career
at All Jokes Aside Comedy club. Damon's previous
television appearances include BET's Comic View
dating back to 1994, including his own one-hour
special. He's been featured on BET LIVE, Comedy
Central's Premium Blend, and HBO's P Diddy's Bad
Boys of Comedy.

https://blueworld.formstack.com/forms/friends_bahamas_2021


MEET YOUR FRIENDS TEAM
Blue World Travel

Sailing with you in October
will be a team that is
dedicated to making sure you
are going to have an amazing
time will be Patricia, who is
the President of Blue World
Travel. She opened Blue
World 43 years ago in 1978.
Also sailing with us will be
Anthony who joined our in-
house team 3 years ago as our
Marketing Manager.  A native
New Yorker, Anthony has also
worked on various Festival at
Sea promotional projects over
the past 6 years. We will also
be joined by Regina, who is a 

native of Chicago and has
been a part of the Festival at
Sea experience for over 25
years. She has hosted many of
our Friends adventures and is
our onboard Activities
Coordinator. Don’t forget to
pack your dancing shoes!
When you travel with your
Friends, you’ll also have an
opportunity to PARTY! Al
“Your Pal” from Denver,
Colorado is going to keep us
rocking at night with the best
“Old School” and Current
R&B” sounds.  Al has
performed all over the world 

including a variety of Festivals
in the Caribbean, Mexico, as
well as the NBS Ski Summits,
Black Enterprise Golf
Challenges and of course
Festival at Sea. Wilbert is our
Dance Instructor from Los
Angeles and will keep you
abreast of the latest dance
moves and little Salsa as well.
You’ll also get your smooth
groove on with his Urban Line
Dance classes as well as
learning a few new steps at
night in the Club.                              

Sat Oct 16
Sun Oct 17 
Mon Oct 18
Tue Oct 19
Wed Oct 20
Thu Oct 21
Fri Oct 22
Sat Oct 23

Nassau
Bimini
Cruising the Bahamas
Great Exuma
Cockburn Town, San Salvador
Clarence Town, Long Island
Cruising the Bahamas
Nassau

12:00pm
8:00am

--
7:00am
7:00am
7:00am

--
6:00am

7:00pm
--

6:00am
7:00pm
7:00pm
5:00pm

--
Disembark

Crystal Casual
White Night

Crystal Casual
Hot Caribbean Colors

Crystal Casual
Formal/Cocktail or African Attire

Crystal Casual
--

Dock
Overnight

At Sea
Tender
Tender
Tender
At Sea
Dock

Date Location Arrive Depart Dock Dress Code

Patricia Nicholson 
Yarbrough

Anthony Gould Regina Broadnax DJ Al "Your Pal" Wilbert McZeal

Itinerary and dress code
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Our upcoming voyage onboard the Crystal
Serenity will be a fully vaccinated sailing. All
guests will be required to be fully inoculated
with an authorized COVID-19 Vaccine. You
will need to bring your Proof of Vaccination
with you. Additionally, you will need to
upload a copy when you register with Crystal
online. The crew is also required to be fully
vaccinated. Click here to see Crystal's rules
for boarding the ship:
crystalcruises.com/crystal-clean

MEAT & POTATOES
What you Need to know

Documentation

A passport is required. Please be sure you
have a current passport which is valid for 6
months after the date of your return from
Nassau. You should have two blank pages in
your passport.

Cruise Documents

Crystal will not send out any cruise
documents on this sailing. All documentation
will be done online. You must go online to
register to board the ship.

Online Registration

You can now go online and begin the
registration process and Check-In with
Crystal. Go to: www.crystalcruises.com . Go
to “Already Booked” and enter your name
and booking number to begin the
registration process as well as booking shore
excursions. Your booking number is on the
enclosed letter. Everyone must complete the
online registration process.  

Insurance

As a reminder, we strongly advise that you
purchase trip insurance to protect your
travel investment. 

For Crystal Cruises' insurance options click
here: Crystal Insurance. When you're ready
to obtain a Crystal insurance quote, please
call our office at (800) 466-2719.

If you want to compare insurance pricing
and do not have a pre-existing condition
you can evaluate Travelex's Insurance. The
phone number is: 1-800-228-9792. Our Blue
World Travel location number is 05-1094.

Bahamas Health Visa

Everyone is required to obtain a Bahamas
Health Visa. Currently you cannot complete
your Health Visa until 15 days prior to
departure. However, it is a good idea to go
online and begin the process. You will input
a password and you can begin storing
information such as your photo and proof of
vaccination at travel.gov.bs.

You will need to have the following
information ready for your health visa:

1. A photo of your COVID-19 Vaccination
Card to download as proof of vaccination

2. A passport type photo to download 

3. Your flight information to and from
the Bahamas (Currently this cannot be
added until 15 days prior to your
departure).

4. A Credit Card to pay the fee of $60.The
fee includes limited insurance. Crystal
encourages you to purchase a secondary
comprehensive policy.
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https://www.crystalcruises.com/crystal-clean
https://www.crystalcruises.com/guidebook/before-you-sail-trip-insurance-cruise-protection
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https://travel.gov.bs/


MEAT & POTATOES
What you Need to know Part 2

COVID-19 Testing in Nassau on
October 16th 

 

*Note: Everyone has a $125.00 shipboard
credit that will be credited to your Master
Folio in case you want to use part of your
credit to pay for Crystal's $30 antigen test
onboard.

Guests will undergo an antigen test the day
of embarkation and must test negative prior
to boarding the ship. There is no cost for the
embarkation test for guests. Guests testing
positive will not be able to board the ship and
will be responsible for applicable costs related
to denial of boarding. Crystal strongly
suggests travel insurance to protect your
cruise vacation. We’re awaiting instruction
from Crystal on the specific location of
COVID-19 testing prior to boarding the ship.   

COVID-19 Testing upon Return
 
Crystal highly recommends that guests
purchase their United States Customs antigen
test for entry back into the U.S. through The
Bahamas Health Visa website. The cost is $25
and is in addition to the standard visa fee. The
test may also be purchased at any time,
including during the cruise. If a guest does
not pre-purchase the test and will need
Crystal to facilitate the test, a $30 fee will be
added to your guest folio.* Certified members
of the Crystal medical staff on board the ship
will administer the test to those guests who
are returning to the U.S. within three days of
the date of disembarkation.

Hotel Pre-cruise
 

If you are interested in coming in 1 or 2 days
prior to your arrival, you can request
Crystal’s SLS Baha Mar Hotel packages. If
you are looking for a less expensive option,
we can also request the Courtyard Marriott
Junkanoo Beach in Nassau for you. To
submit your request, click here:
https://blueworld.formstack.com/forms/frie
ndsbahamashotel

AIRFARE TO NASSAU

If you haven’t done so already, now is the
time to book your airfare to Nassau. If you
are flying in on the same day, please try to
arrive no later than 1PM on October 16th. On
the 23rd of October, Crystal suggests that
you book your departure no earlier than
11AM. One suggestion for finding flights that
has been helpful is skyscanner.com.

Mobility 

If you have any mobility concerns, or if you
use a wheelchair, please give our office a call
immediately so we can make the necessary
requests for you.

Onboard Ship Credit

You will have a shipboard credit of $125.00
per person per cabin. This credit can also be
used for services including tours and spa
treatments you book in advance online. 
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FRIENDS SHORE EXCURSIONS

BOOKING PROCEDUREE
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Blue World Travel has viewed the tours that
are available for purchase online from Crystal.
Based upon our research we have suggested
tours that should give you a great feel for each
country.

PURCHASING TOURS: The tours you pre
register for online in advance will be added to
your shipboard account and tickets will be
delivered to your room.
 
IMPORTANT: If you want to use your
shipboard credit for tours, you will be able to
apply it to your tours and excursions.

 Go Online to www.crystalcruises.com Under
already booked, enter your booking number. 

Cancellation and Conditions: Excursions
cancelled within 24 hours of arrive in the
excursion port are non refundable and a
100% cancellation fee will be charged. 

1.

2. At the top in the “Your Journey” section,
and then shore excursions.

3. Use the arrows to select the specific day of
the tour you desire.
 
4. Enter the number of tickets next to your
name in the Pre-Reserve Area

5. In the top right area, click Print
Confirmation
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Bimini Beach Club- Complimentary Shuttles Code: BIM-A: - Food, drinks and Cabana rentals
and water sports are available for purchase. 

A Day of Golf at Sandals Emerald Bay Golf Course $189-Code: EXU-1 Duration: 5:15 Hours

ATV Island Adventure-$329-Code: EXU-E1 Duration: 2:30 Hours

Swimming with the Pigs in Paradise $169 – Code: EXU-D1 Duration: 4:45 Hours

You can go online and look at the Shore Excursions that are being offered by Crystal. You will first
need to begin the registration process in www.crystalcruises.com. After registering you can go to
the “Your Journey” tab and then click on "shore excursions" to see the tours that are being offered.

We have a few suggestions that you might be interested in. You can reserve these tours along with
additional shore excursions online. As a reminder, everyone has a $125.00 onboard credit that can
be used for excursions, spa treatments and in the onboard shops.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 17TH -BIMINI, BAHAMAS

Crystal has arranged its guests to enjoy the Resorts World Bimini Beach Club. It features two
lagoon pools, lounge chairs and day beds, hammocks, oceanfront and poolside private cabanas,
two bars, bohemian-inspired furnishings and décor, and Caribbean-inspired beachfront dining
with unobstructed ocean views and live DJ’s and musicians. 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 19-GREAT EXUMA, BAHAMAS 

For those of you who want to add golf to your Friends Cruise. Crystal offers a limited number of
guests a chance to play a round of golf at the Sandals Emerald Bay Golf Course, designed by golf
legend Greg Norman. 

Experience the Exumas’ extraordinary natural beauty up close on this exhilarating All-Terrain
jaunt along the cost.

Here’s your chance to swim with the Bahamas' famous four-footed beach babes -- the amazing
swimming pigs of Exuma. Have your smartphone or camera at the ready to capture some
hilarious moments with these porcine athletes.

SUGGESTED TOURS & EXCURSIONS
Something for all Friends to enjoy!
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Conch Cooking Class at Big D’s $139 -Code EXU-K1 Duration: 2:30 Hours

Deep Sea Fishing-$219 Code: ZSA-J Duration: 3 Hours

San Salvador by Bike $49 Code-ZSA-C1- Duration 2 Hours

Beach Escape to Dean's Blue Hole: Complimentary-Code: CT5-A2

Hamilton's Cave & Dean's Blue Hole: $49 Code: CT5-C1 Duration 3 Hours

TUESDAY OCTOBER 19-GREAT EXUMA, BAHAMAS (CONTINUED)

For those home chefs out there here’s your chance to travel to a picturesque beachside bistro to
learn the secrets of preparing conch salad from the pros at this venerable Great Exuma eating
institution followed by free time to relax on the beach.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 20-COCKBURN TOWN, SAN SALVADOR

If you’re looking for excitement, sports fishing is the name of the game as you cast your line in
search of barracuda, mahi mahi, blue marlin, sailfish, tuna, wahoo.

Hop on the saddle and follow your local guide on a two-wheeled tour of scenic San Salvador with
stops at key landmarks and watering holes. This guided adventure begins when you get set up
with your cycle at Riding Rock Marina and the group heads southward toward Cockburn Town,
San Salvador’s quaint capital city. Here you’ll see daily Bahamian life underway and landmarks
such as the old jailhouse, the town cemetery, and plenty of churches. The itinerary continues
along the island’s west coast, offering breathtaking ocean views on your right and tidy
settlements like Halls Landings over your other shoulder.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21-CLARENCE TOWN, LONG ISLAND

Take a swim over the profoundly mysterious depths of Dean’s Blue Hole – a natural landmark
of world renown – then relax to your heart’s content along its secluded white-sand beach. This
perfectly round vertical saltwater cave opening plunges straight down 663 feet, making it the
world’s second deepest (you’d have to travel to the South China Sea to reach one deeper), and it
brims with fish and other marine life. Extreme free divers and scuba enthusiasts plumb this blue
hole’s depths competitively. You can go for a far less adventurous encounter by just enjoying a
leisurely float above it. Or bring along a snorkel to peer down and be mesmerized by its
seemingly endless blueness.

Enjoy a Long Island overview by shuttle and experience two of its most impressive natural
wonders – one dripping with stalactites, the other plunging 663 feet down into the blue.

SUGGESTED TOURS & EXCURSIONS
Something for all Friends to enjoy!
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We have listed below the many dining options
that you will experience onboard the Serenity.
Crystal has an open seating policy for dining
which allows guests flexibility in their dining
options.  We have, however, arranged for our
Friends be able to have opportunities to dine
together. You will receive an update on Dining
preference as soon as they are made available.

DINING ONBOARD
 

Restaurants Requiring
Reservations

Blue World Travel has requested dining for
Prego, Silk and Umi Uma for 3 of the nights
during the cruise. We should have these dates
and times from Crystal very soon. Please note
there are no additional charges for eating in the
specialty restaurants.

PREGO: Tableside service and menus of
authentic Northern Italian fare are savored at this
specialty venue showcasing modern and classic
takes on favorites from carbonara to tiramisu and
everything in between, including a guest-favorite
signature dish for more than 20 years, Cream of
Forest Mushroom Soup.

SILK KITCHEN AND BAR: This contemporary
space serves lunch and dinner, offering modern
Chinese-inspired fare with family-style dinner
plates ideal for sharing including dumplings,
Chinois salad, a soup and noodle bar and other
Asian favorites. For the dinner hours between 6
and 9 pm, reservations are recommended,
although open seating will be accommodated.

UMI UMA SUSHI BAR: Known simply as "Nobu"
the world over, master chef Nobuyuki Matsuhisa
brings his inventive Japanese-Peruvian cuisine to
Umi Uma, the only sea–going restaurants in
legendary chef’s eponymous empire. Indulge
your palate with mouth-watering Black Cod with
Miso or sample the Bento Box for a world of
flavors.

Restaurants Without 
Reservation Requirements 

 THE WATERSIDE: This is the main dining
room. Dine at your leisure on extraordinary fare
for breakfast, lunch and dinner. The chic and
spacious ambience of our elegant open-seating
main dining room features intimate tables for
two, four and more.
 
TRIDENT GRILL: Poolside al fresco fare
includes delicious burgers, pizzas, wraps and
salads by day. A Late-Risers Breakfast is also
served from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

MARKETPLACE AND CHURRASCARIA: By day,
a fresh and friendly venue featuring lavish
culinary presentations and made–to–order
favorites; by night, a Brazilian steakhouse
offering succulent cuts, ceviche and caipirinhas.

THE BISTRO: Rich pâtés, charcuterie and
international cheeses. Exotic coffees and freshly
baked desserts. All served complimentary
throughout the day. With hours late into the
evening, this popular spot serves savory small
plates and wines by the glass, too.
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Throughout the day, our guests wear a mix of active and resort wear. The Waterside Dining Room
attire is casual during the day; however, swimsuits, swimsuit cover–ups/robes, baseball hats and
denim cutoff shorts are not appropriate.
 
Crystal Casual Attire: Slacks and a sweater or shirt for men; Ties and jackets are not required. For
Women casual dress, skirt or slacks with a sweater or blouse for women.

Cocktail or African Attire: While Crystal Casual Attire is always appropriate in the evening, some
of our Friends are celebrating special events and have asked for a Cocktail Attire or African Attire
Optional evening.  

White Night: Crystal has adopted our famous Festival at Sea White night. 

Hot Caribbean Colors: We’ve had a special request from one of our Friends, Nadine Littles. She
suggested we have a casual night of Color. Therefore, on one of our evenings, we’ll have a casual
Caribbean Colors Night as we put on our brightest Caribbean Colors including brilliant Blue, Red,
Pink, Lime, Orange or as the song says, whatever color makes you feel “HOT HOT HOT.” 

ONBOARD ATTIRE

PAGE 10



UPDATES
COMING
SOON!

We have great news! The 2nd Bahamas cruise has departed Nassau this past Saturday,
and in speaking with some of our partners that had groups on the first sailing, they
have been raving about what their guests are saying.  The comments are as follows:

 
“The crew, the service, the culinary and entertainment were all spectacular” 

“Amazing experience and wonderful relaxing and beautiful ports”
“The Crystal Experience is back”

"The Crew outdid themselves”
 

We will have more updates coming  soon pertaining to our upcoming October sailing,
including onboard activities. Stay tuned for more updates in the coming weeks. 
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